
 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 175 

HONORING THOMAS A. “TOM” VILLA 

 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 

recent passing of former Alderman Thomas “Tom” Villa; and 

WHEREAS, he was part of a generational legacy of public service, as the son of Albert “Red” Villa, who 

served as the alderman of the 11th ward for 37 years and for whom the aldermanic chambers are named. He 

inspired his nephew Matt Villa to serve as the 11th ward alderman from 1997 to 2011; and 

WHEREAS, he first served in public service as a teacher of English at Augustinian Academy and Central High 

School; and  

WHEREAS, he served a total of 42 years in political office. He was first elected to represent South St. Louis 

City as a Missouri state representative in 1974, serving until 1984 and then again from 2000 to 2008. He served 

as Majority Floor Leader. From 1987 to 1995, he served as the President of the St. Louis City Board of 

Aldermen. He later returned to the Board of Aldermen to serve as the 11th ward alderman from 2011 to 2017.  

WHEREAS, he also served as the St. Louis City Director of Public Safety during Mayor Schoemehl’s 

administration; and was the Director of Governmental Relations for Mayor Harmon; and 

WHEREAS, he graduated from St. Louis University, received a master’s degree in counseling from University 

of Missouri, St. Louis, and later attended the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University; 

and   

WHEREAS, he was a lifelong member of St. Stephen Protomartyr parish in South St. Louis city; and 

WHEREAS, he passed away peacefully on Saturday, January 21, 2023 at the age of 77. Tom Villa was a 

husband to Karen Ann Harvey Villa for 52 years and the uncle to many nieces and nephews. He will be greatly 

missed by our community. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize the life and numerous contributions of Tom Villa and by adoption of 

this resolution send our condolences to his family. We further direct the Clerk of this Board of Aldermen to 

spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy 

to the end that it may be presented to the family of Tom Villa at a time and place deemed appropriate by the 

sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 27th day of January, 2023 by: 

The Honorable Megan E. Green, President of the Board of Aldermen 

The Honorable Anne Schweitzer, Alderwoman Ward 13 

The Honorable Joseph Vaccaro, Alderman Ward 23 

 

Adopted this 27th day of January, 2023, as attested by: 

 

 

__________________________   _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Megan E. Green  

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


